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recording migration observations." A number of shorter papers 
are equally valuable.— F. L. B. 

Catalogue of a Collection of Hummingbirds fbom Ecua- 
dor AND Colombia. By Harry C. Oberholser. From the pro- 
ceedings of the U. S. National Museum, Vol. XXIV., pages 
809-342. 

The collection of hummingbirds here described was ''gathered 
by Messrs. Claude Hamilton and Walter Goodfellow during their 
trip to Ecuador and Colombia, in 1898 and 1899." With the possi- 
ble exception of that brought together by Baron, it is probably 
the finest single collection ever made, comprising, as it does, 1136 
specimens, almost all in fine condition of plumage, and accom- 
panied by proper data. Although some of them are from Colom- 
bia, by far the greater number were collected in Ecuador. One 
hundred and nine species and sub-species are represented." Three 
new forms are described. Notes touching the life history of some 
of the species, by the collectors, add interest and value to the 
paper. — L. J. 

Bird-Lore's Field Identification Blank. 

Just as we go to press this useful little pocket blank appears. 
It is intended for those who are beginning the study of birds — 
live birds— but will prove useful to those who are trying to ex- 
tend their acquaintance beyond the ordinary. Cuts of the heads 
of five species appear on the front cover, all natural size, while 
the back cover contains the contour topography of a Bluebird, 
with every part named. A six-inch scale on the outside of this 
cover completes the equipment for field study, so far as a note- 
book can. The first page of Instructions for field work is followed 
by fifteen pages, upon which descriptions are to be written. Each 
of these pages contains a place for locality, date, haunt, length, 
size and shape of bill; length and shape of tail, color (twelve 
parts of the body), voice, movements, etc., with the reverse side 
for remarks. This little blank should prove useful to those who 
are anxious to know how to begin the study of birds. It may be 
obtained from the J. Horace McFarland Co., Crescent and Mul- 
berry Sts., Harrisburg, Pa., for ten cents a copy.— L. J. 

Summer Birds of Flathead Lake. By P. M. Silloway, Prin- 
cipal Fergus County High School, author of "Some Common 
Birds." Prepared at the University of Montana Biological 
Station, under the direction of Morton J. Elrod. 

This 83 page bulletin is accompanied with 16 half tones rep- 
resenting the region studied, and a number of nests and eggs of 
the region. The 128 species recorded are about equally divided 
between the strictly western species and tliose which range pretty 
much over the entire country. But that part of Montana lies 
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almost upon the dividing line between some of the forms, and at 
the western range of others. 

The author concludes : "Of the 123 species included in the fore- 
going list, it is probable that at least eight are fall migrants, breed- 
ing in the far north and entering the United States early toward 
the close of summer. It is likely that the remaining 120 species 
breed in the Flathead Lake region, or near the northern border 
of the state. At least thirty of the birds listed for the region are 
permanent residents; the others are summer residents only, 
spending the cold months in more southern localities." 

The annotations under each species are well considered, for the 
most part, and add materially to the value of the paper. "We 
trust that a farther study of the birds of the region will give the 
altitudes at which the different ones nest, and to which they 
range. — L. J. 

The Food of the Mybtle Wabblbb. By Clarence M. Weed 
and Ned Dearborn. New Hampshire College Agricultural Ex- 
periment Station, Technical Bulletin No. 3, November, 1901. 
Pages 117-128. 

In this contribution to economic ornithology, remarks upon the 
life history of the Myrtle Warbler, as found in New Hampshire, 
are followed by a detailed study of about forty specimens taken 
at different times and places during the month of October, 1899, 
supplemented by the examination of the stomach contents of two 
specimens taken, one in March the other in May, 1900. A de- 
tailed summary table gives the following result in percentages : 
Insecta, 29.65; Arachnida, .02; vegetable matter, 62.25; undeter- 
mined matter, 7.13. The authors state that this rather large per- 
centage of vegetable matter is due to the abundance of the myr- 
tle berries during the autumn months, but that during spring, 
when such a source of food is almost gone, a much larger propor- 
tion of insects is consumed. It thus becomes clear, wheii we 
know that the vegetable matter eaten has no economic value, 
that the Myrtle Warbler is worthy of protection at all times. The 
destruction of bird life to such a moderate extent, for the pur- 
pose of determining its true status as an aid to man, we hold jus- 
tifiable. But oijce the status Is determined, there can be no jus- 
tification for any further sacrifice for study looking to the same 
end. — L. J. 

BiBD Killing as a Method in Ornithology. By Beginald 
C. Bobbins. Cambridge, Mass. 

From the pen of a layman who has the welfare of the birds upon 
his heart, we have twelve pages of rather abstruse reasoning to 
prove that "Bird Killing as a Method in Ornithology" is not jus- 
tifiable. If we rightly understand the author's argument. It may 
be briefly stated thus: Since every bird is an individual, and as 



